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Judge Increases Wittig Prison Sentence
By DAVID TWIDDY , 04.24.2006, 07:09 PM
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A federal judge on Monday increased former
Westar Energy Inc. Chief Executive David Wittig's
prison sentence on bank fraud charges, partly
because of his conviction last year for looting the
Topeka-based utility.
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U.S. District Judge Julie Robinson sentenced
Wittig to 60 months, or five years, in prison for his
part in covering up an illegal $1.5 million bank loan.
He had received a sentence of 51 months before a
federal appeals court in February determined
Robinson erred when she calculated the amount of
loss in the case and required that he and a co-
defendant be resentenced.
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That co-defendant, former Capital City Bank
President Clinton Odell Weidner |1, also received a
five-year sentence Monday, a decrease from the
six-and-a-half years Robinson had sentenced him
to in 2004.

It's a largely academic sentence for Wittig, who was sentenced on April 3 to 18 years in
prison after his conviction for looting Westar during his tenure. Robinson said the bank
fraud sentence will run concurrently with his looting sentence.

Wittig's defense attorney, Steven Reiss, declined to comment and Weidner's attorney,
Bruce Simon, said he would need to talk with his client to see if he wanted to appeal.
Weidner already has served two years of his sentence.

In July 2003, a Kansas City, Kan., jury found the two men guilty of a scheme in which
Weidner agreed to increase Wittig's $3.5 million line of credit at his Topeka bank and, in
return, Wittig lent the money to Weidner so he could invest in a real estate deal in
Scottsdale, Ariz. The men then failed to disclose the loan to bank and regulatory
officials.

Wittig was convicted of conspiracy, bank fraud and money laundering. Weidner pleaded
guilty to two of six counts against him on the opening day of the trial, and jurors
eventually convicted him of the remaining four counts.

The case has no connection with Wittig's looting case, in which prosecutors accused him
and a co-defendant of engaging in a number of schemes to increase their compensation
and benefits and then hide them from shareholders and regulatory officials.

But Robinson said she increased Wittig's sentence partly because evidence presented in
the looting case showed Wittig was using the loan to get Weidner's help in arranging
financing through the bank for Westar executives wanting to invest in a proposed spinoff
of Westar's unregulated businesses.

That spinoff, which was later stopped by Kansas regulators, was a central part of the
looting scheme, prosecutors said.

Robinson also rejected arguments from both defense teams that she couldn't calculate
their clients' sentences as if both had benefited equally from the $1.5 million. She said
Weidner benefited by using it to buy into the real estate investment while Wittig used it to
increase his line of credit and charge Weidner interest on the loan.

http://www.forbes.com/business/services/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html (1 of 2)4/24/2006 5:51:54 PM

E-Mail Alerts

- Get new

stories by e-mail as they
are published FREE

Companies

D WR
Topics
0O AP Business

Enter E-Mail Address:

Sign Me Up!

FAQ Privacy Policy

I

E-MAIL
MEWSLETTERS

DESKTOP
LERTS

Make Forbes.com My Home
Page

Bookmark This Page
Free Trial Issue

Gift Subscriptions

Trading Center

CEO Book Club

Brought to you by the sponsors below

more >

READ REVIEW

The Sage Of The British Stage

BUY THIS BOOK



http://www.forbes.com/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=IMJFT013
http://search.forbes.com/search/
http://www.forbes.com/home_usa/
http://www.forbes.com/home_europe/
http://www.forbes.com/home_asia/
http://www.forbes.com/membership/signup.jhtml?gotoURL=http://www.forbes.com/business/services/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/business/
http://www.forbes.com/technology/
http://www.forbes.com/markets/
http://www.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/
http://www.forbes.com/work/
http://www.forbes.com/finance/
http://www.forbes.com/forbeslife/
http://www.forbes.com/lists/
http://www.forbes.com/opinions/
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/news/
http://www.forbes.com/membership/email_article.jhtml?uri=/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html&title=Judge+Increases+Wittig+Prison+Sentence
javascript:sendComments('Judge Increases Wittig Prison Sentence');
http://www.forbes.com/membership/editprofile.jhtml
http://pa.yahoo.com/*http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39255/SIG=123j9cm40/**http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Ffdc%2Frss.html%3Fpartner%3Dmyyahoo
http://pa.yahoo.com/*http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39255/SIG=123j9cm40/**http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Ffdc%2Frss.html%3Fpartner%3Dmyyahoo
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/rss.html
http://www.forbes.com/home/celebrities/2006/04/03/celebrity-baby-names_cx_lh_0404babynames.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/home/celebrities/2006/04/03/celebrity-baby-names_cx_lh_0404babynames.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/2006/04/04/vehicles-best-sedans_cx_dl_0405feat.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/home/ceonetwork/2006/04/11/extreme-ceo-vacations-cx_0412extreme.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/2006/04/10/luxurious-credit-cards-cx_lm_0410luxcards.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/lifestyle/2006/04/07/fitness-workout-sabotage_cx_sy_0410feat.html?boxes=popstories&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/sportsmoney/mo_sm041206&id=mo_sm041206&title=Video%3A+Giving+It+To+The+Ban&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/sportsmoney/mo_sm041206&id=mo_sm041206&title=Video%3A+Giving+It+To+The+Ban&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/boxes/custom/ http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/moneymasters/vj_mmb030806&id=vj_mmb030806&title=Video%3A+Faith+In+The+Fed&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/adventurer/jc_wiese041006&id=jc_wiese041006&title=Video%3A+A+Very+Exclusive+Club&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/business/jf_suv041006&id=jf_suv041006&title=Video%3A+Rolling+In+Luxury&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/video/?video_url=http://www.forbes.com/video/fvn/forbesonfilm/pv_fofaw040706_sy&id=pv_fofaw040706_sy&title=Video%3A+Following+The+Rules&boxes=popvideos&boxes=custom
http://www.forbes.com/2002/05/22/alertsfaq.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/privacy.shtml
http://www.forbes.com/membership/editprofile.jhtml
javascript:alerts_welcome()
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/
javascript:window.external.AddFavorite('http://www.forbes.com/business/services/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html','Judge Increases Wittig Prison Sentence - Forbes.com');
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=IMFFT009
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/GiftsGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=ILG11B2
http://www.forbesbookclub.com/
http://www.forbes.com/2006/04/07/alan-bennett-theater-cz_rh_0407bookreview.html
http://www.forbes.com/2006/04/07/alan-bennett-theater-cz_rh_0407bookreview.html
http://www.forbes.com/2006/04/07/alan-bennett-theater-cz_rh_0407bookreview.html
http://www.forbesbookclub.com/BookPage.asp?prod_cd=IVEIM

IWine Club

|[Sel



http://www.forbes.com/membership/email_article.jhtml?uri=/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html&title=Judge+Increases+Wittig+Prison+Sentence
javascript:sendComments('Judge Increases Wittig Prison Sentence');
http://www.forbes.com/membership/editprofile.jhtml
http://pa.yahoo.com/*http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39255/SIG=123j9cm40/**http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Ffdc%2Frss.html%3Fpartner%3Dmyyahoo
http://pa.yahoo.com/*http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39255/SIG=123j9cm40/**http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Ffdc%2Frss.html%3Fpartner%3Dmyyahoo
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/rss.html
http://www.forbes.com/breakingnews
http://www.forbes.com/news
http://www.forbes.com/search/storyTypeResults.jhtml?storyType=Special+Report
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/subservices.shtml
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=IL02FTFSC
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/GiftsGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=ILG02AXHD
http://www.newsletters.forbes.com/DRHM/servlet/ControllerServlet?Action=DisplayMainPage&SiteID=es_764&pgm=148200
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/subservices.shtml
http://forbespay.clarynx.com/BuyAudioIssue.aspx
http://www.forbesbookclub.com/AdvancedSearch.asp
http://www.forbesbookclub.com/
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/sitemap.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/help.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/contact.html
http://www.newsletters.forbes.com/DRHM/servlet/ControllerServlet?Action=DisplayMainPage&SiteID=es_764&pgm=635000
http://www.forbesconferences.com/
http://www.forbes.com/magazines/
http://www.forbesautos.com/
http://www.forbes.com/forbeswireless/
http://www.forbes.com/rss/
http://www.forbes.com/rss/
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/reprints/Reprints.jhtml
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/subservices.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/privacy.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/terms.html
http://www.mirror-image.com/
http://www.spirentcom.com/
http://www.hemscott.com/
http://www.comstock-interactivedata.com/
http://www.quotemedia.com/
http://www.americanheritage.com/
http://www.americanheritage.com/

	IKJJNGBFMEJLNBBOFCNIAHIECMIBPCLK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: siteSearch


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [Select Section]


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: forbes.com,magazine,global,fyi,asap,best,bow,ap,pinnacor,afx

	f7: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: /business/services/feeds/ap/2006/04/24/ap2693317.html
	f2: Off
	f3: Off
	f4: 

	f5: Sign Me Up!
	f6: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: [title]
	f2: 

	f3: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.forbes.com/wineclub/]

	f2: 




