Embezzlement suspect arrested | Daily Press: Victorville, California

B
E225 inpnm
LOCAL NEWS

CUSTOMER SERVICE

ABOUT US
CONTACT US
E-PAPER

Login:

Password:
Log In

Register | Help

EMAIL ALERTS

Sign up to receive
breaking news:
‘your email

Submit_

TRAFFIC

Traffic Incidents
Freeway Web Cams
Sigalert.com

Y2PRESS

WORLD NEWS ~ SPORTS ~ SPECIAL SECTIONS ~ OPINION L

ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADS, DISPLAY ADS,
€COMMERCIALS, POST A CLASSIFIED

Embezzlement suspect arrested

Authorities believe woman took more than $30,000 from pair of dental A NEED

STORAGE?

KATHERINE ROSENBERG NOVEMBER 23, 2006

VICTORVILLE — After months of
reviewing financial statements and
business audits, detectives arrested a
woman Wednesday for reportedly
embezzling more than $30,000 from two
dental offices over the past 13 months.
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LOCAL VIDEO
The District Attorney's office filed four

felony charges against Debra Reynoso,
41, of Victorville.

Investigators believe Reynoso told
patients to bring cash to their

green herself, said Detective John

Wickum of the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department Victorville station. W
ﬂ -

He added that Reynoso is suspected of having the dentist sign blank checks for
office supplies, then writing the checks — some for as much as $4,000 — out to
herself.
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cash payment would be appreciated. The amounts of those cash payments ranged

W Playoffs? Yest

Prep: Second Season
“In May of ‘05 she decides to give herself a raise and starts taking cash funds. She
would manipulate the front office computer to reflect that any patient that made a ARCHIVE
cash payment ... she would make the computer show that they took an umbrella

B Looking for an older story?
insurance payment instead,” Wickum said.

 Archive by date

“In February 2006, the dentist catches her red-handed embezzling cash funds atthe o Site search
front office. He confronts her and at first she denied it and later admitted to it. But  Contact us for help
at that time, the dentist doesn't know the extent of the theft until they do an audit
and find that she has embezzled over $17,000 in cash,” Wickum said.

He said in the small Victorville dentist office no one else was checking the computers.
to see what she was doing.

“I think it was becoming very complicated for her to keep up with her own
manipulations of the system. | would suspect around tax time had she not been
caught that ultimately the crime would have been discovered,” Wickum said.

He said the complicated web of cover-ups was also what made the investigation so
arduous for detectives, because they had to obtain and examine so many financial
statements from various banks as well as internal audits. It was a time-consuming
process, even after Wickum was alerted to the case in February.

But when Reynoso began working at a second dentist's office in Apple Valley in April,
the urgency, as well as the amount of work, instantly doubled for detectives.

They served a search warrant at her home in the 13300 block of Calcite Avenue in
August, and recovered copies of blank checks from the dental office, Wickum said.

The next step was contacting the dentist to do an internal audit to determine
whether there was any loss.

“We found out that she would ask the dentist to sign a blank check to pay office bills
and she would then write the check to herself for anywhere from $100 to $4,000.
Then she would photocopy it and white out her name and fill it in with a company
they would use to get office supplies, in case anyone ever looked,” Wickum said.

An estimated $15,000 was missing, $14,000 from seven checks Reynoso wrote to
herself and roughly $1,400 in cash from patients, authorities said.

After detectives contacted her employer,
L | Reynoso reported for work and admitted
to embezzling roughly $10,000 and to
Kknowingly keeping the prior investigation
from her employer, knowing he would
never have hired her, Wickum said.

He added that she claimed to need the

-
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and Detective John Wickum escort Debra

Reynoso to a patrol car after arresting her A Case was submitted to Deputy District
at her Victorville home. Reynoso is being Attorney Anil Kaushal, who filed two
charged with two counts of both grand theft counts of grand theft and two counts of

and embezzlement. embezzlement against Reynoso, after
reviewing the case — which filled five large binders — for two days. Reynoso was

arrested at her home about 1:30 p.m. Wednesday.
“The best thing any business can do is keep tabs on their business accounts and
their employees on a regular basis to make sure that there are no discrepancies with

their books because there is an enormous amount of identity theft and fraud cases
out there,” Wickum said
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‘Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Thu, 2006-11-23 14:55.

‘GREED! GREED! GREED! They love to spend other people’s money and then use
excuses. Most times it is the kids excuse and this time her Mother. Get a life lady after
you serve time.111!

» reply

‘Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Thu, 2006-11-23 23:16.

okay sure...there are other things that are happening in the High Desert...and the stupid
detectives need to do something better with their time...stop working with their little
bodies that are retired...this lady is innocent bitchestiiget over it...the doctor is a stupid

» reply

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Fri, 2006-11-24 00:47.

How do you know that the Dr's is Asian? Are you part of her family or one of her
friends? (Trying to make an excuse for her) Yeah there probably is worse things
going on out here. But, why is she going to go and do that sooner or later she was
going to get caughtiii

» reply

‘Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Fri, 2006-11-24 12:24.

well, the doctor was turned in for insurance fraud and this women had just quit
because the Dr. was doing it...so hun just to get it straight i am most definitly
not making excuses for her...she is innocent! and if she wasnt | would want her
in jail too!
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