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CHICAGO, Dec 12 (Reuters) - U.S. officials on Tuesday
announced the indictment of 21 people accused of bilking eBay bidders
out of $5 million through an Internet fraud scheme that originated in
Romania.

The operation contacted people who had unsuccessfully bid on items for
sale on the online auction site, telling them they had a second chance to
obtain the items if they wired money to addresses in the Chicago area.
where the seller's agent would complete the transaction.

The money was divided between operatives in the United States and
Romania and the buyers got nothing in return.

“This case is an example of using new technology to commit an old-
fashioned fraud scheme," said Patrick Fitzgerald, the U.S. attorney in
Chicago. "There is no refuge in cyberspace for those who use the Interet
to cloak and facilitate criminal activity as law enforcement is becoming
ever more adept at investigating cyber-crime."

About 2,000 people were victimized across the United States between
November 2003 and August 2006, the announcement said.

Each of the 21 people was charged with one count of wire fraud. Most
were from the Chicago area and all but six have been taken into custody,
it added.

Investigators said half or more of the fraudulently obtained money was
sent to conspirators outside the United States, most of them believed to
be living in Romania.
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